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• Having a dollarized  
economy with 
almost no inflation 
since 1904

• A well developed 
and long 
established 
international 
banking center with 
over 60+ licensed 
International banks.

• Sustained economic  
growth above 7% 
on average for the 
last 15 years 
(leading the Latin 
American Region 
Pre-Pandemic).

Panama’s continued focus on major infrastructure 

projects as well as public policies aimed at facilitating 

international trade & investments, has led to Modern 

Day Panama having several competitive advantages for 

doing business on a global scale, such as:
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Maritime Hub

Air Hub

Technological Hub

Financial Hub

All of these factors make for a 

World Class Logistical Hub



Investing in Modern Day Panama:

Dec., 31 1999 the Panama Canal and all of its  
surrounding areas revert back to Panama  
including lands that were occupied by US 
military bases

With over 13000 

square feet of cold 

storage used for 

medications, Panama is  

positioned to store the 

covid-19 vaccine, to be  

distributed to over 30 

countries in the 

continent.
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Multinational 

Headquarters  

(MHQ)

Free Trade 

Zones Panama

Manufacturing 

Services for  

Multinational 

Companies (MSM)

Panama Film  

Commission

Special Economic Zones & Laws geared towards attracting FDI

EMMA

Executive  

Decree 

722

MHQ
Multinational Companies Headquarters

MINISTRYOF

TRADE AND INDUSTRY

Free Trade Zones

EXECUTIVE  
DECREE

722

219
LAW

Special regime 

for the 

establishment of  

professional 

transnational 

baseball 

academies or 

other sports 

disciplines in 

Panama.



2nd largest FZ & one of the leading 
logistic centers for multimodal 
redistribution in the world.

Located adjacent to three major shipping 
ports on the Atlantic side it is an ideal hub to 
access markets of Central America, The  
Caribbean & Andean Community.

Over + 2,700
companies

employing over

+18,000 people
operate out of the CFZ.
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Colon Free Zone



- Environmental Services

- Health Services

Panamanian law allows for an individual 

or company to establish a Free Zone 

anywhere in the country as long as it

meets certain criteria such as a minimum  

area of 2 hectares.

Permitted Activities:

- Manufacturing - High Tech Research

- Assembling

- Processing

- Logistics

26
free zones aproved

+129
companies
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Free Trade Zones

Free Trade Zones



This law, popularly known as “SEM” (Sedes De  
Empresas Multinacionales) provides benefits in 
tax, labor, customs and immigration. It grants  
Multinational companies greater flexibility and access 
to over 600 million people living within the Latin 
American market.

Currently over + 187 registered companies with
over $1.2 billion in investment.

Focused activities include:

• Operations management
• Logistics / warehousing
• Design / construction plans
• Electronic processing

• R&D, product development

To be eligible, multinationals must have
$200MM or more in assets within the  
same corporate group and / or have at  
least 7 subsidiaries.
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MHQ

Multinational Companies Headquarters

Multinational Headquarters



EMMA (MSM)
Manufacturing Services for Multinational Companies.

Panama has constantly strived to be a world leader when  

it comes to doing business on a global scale. Once again 

through the adoption of the new law EMMA (MSM), 

Panama will attract major corporations to establish 

manufacturing operations here. Our commitment is to 

offer legal security, boost economic growth, generate 

new jobs and capitalize on the transfer of technology.

• Similar benefits to the MHQ regime.

• To be eligible the multinational company must 

have a minimun of 75MM or more in assets within  

the same corporate group and/or at least 3  

subsidiaries.
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• A special program 

focused on attracting 

foreign direct 

investment. (FDI)

• Under this decree a 

qualified investor can 

automatically obtain 

permanent residence 

status in Panama within 

30 days.

•240 certificates.
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EXECUTIVE DECREE 722



The Panama Film Commission was created to promote and  

facilitate the production of motion pictures and to enhance 

the film industry in general within the country.

What do we offer?

Great Locations: Beaches on the Atlantic and Pacific, tropical

rain forests, modern city views full of skyscrapers, mountains,

islands, colonial historic district just to name a few.

One Stop Shop for all your filming permits  

including immigration, customs, work  

permits for foreign personnel, and special 

requests for film locations within the  

national territory.

25%
Cash Rebate
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Panama Film Commission



Taking advantage of an 
old Air Force base,
Panama in conjunction with 
London Regional has created one 
of the largest, most ambitious 
mixed - use developments in the 
world and it is located right next 
to the Pacific entrance to the 
Panama Canal.

Ideal location for:

High Tech Manufacturing  
Logistics & Distribution 
Maritime & Aviation Services 
Regional Headquarters 
Movie Industry

Over +350
companies 
located here, 
including Fortune 
500’s & Forbes  
Global 2000 Firms
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Law 219 of June 3, 2021
Special regime for the establishment of professional  
transnational baseball academies or other sports 
disciplines in Panama.

IMMIGRATION  

INCENTIVES

TAX 

EXEMPTION
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