
NUESTRO PAÍS



PANAMA

Language: Spanish (Oficial) 

English (Comercial)    

Area: 78,569 km2.

Population: 3,706,596 hab.

Government: Constitutional Republic.

Moneda: United States Dollar.

OUR COUNTRY



Economic Growth - LatinAmerica

Year 2014  

WHY PANAMA?

Unemployment rate 

Year 2014  

The unemployment rate is below 5%.
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LOGISTIC ASSETS

International Ports Moves 6.8 M TEUs - World 

Class Port Infrastructure

Caribbean Ports

Manzanillo International Terminal (Carrix).

Colon Container Terminal (Evergreen).

Cristobal (Hutchinson).

Pacific Ports

Balboa (Hutchinson).

PSA (Singapore Port Authority).

International Airport (Air Freight Hub)
Copa Airlines, (with over 70 destinations) KLM, 

United, Cargolux, American.

DHL Aviation (the regional hub).

FedEx/UPS.

Colon Free Zone

Multi Modal Infrastructure & Facilities
Inter Oceanic Railway.

Inter Oceanic Highway.

Panama Canal.

Inter Central America Road Network.
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CONNECTIVITY



WHO IS CURRENTLY USING THE COLON FREE TRADE ZONE 

AS REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION FOR LATAM?



HOW TO OPERATE IN THE  COLON FREE ZONE

 LAND RENTAL CONTRACT

 OPERATION PERMIT IN A RENTED FACILITY

 CONTRACT WHERE BY A COMPANY IS REPRESENTED 

BY A THIRD PARTY



LAND RENTAL CONTRACT

LEASING FEES

COLON USD 1.40 X MT2

FRANCE FIELD USD 0.80 X MT2

COCO SOLO USD 0.80 X MT2

COCO SOLITO USD 0.50 X MT2

DAVIS USD 0.40 X MT2

A 20 year lease can be obtained on a lot of land and a company can construct its own 

facilities subject to Administration approval of plans.

The company shall make the following payments:  

Only one payment:

• Guarantee Deposit: equivalent to three months rent. 

Depending on the square based on the area in wich meters are 

set.

Annual payment: 

• Operating code: $ 2,500.00.

Monthly payment:

• Garbage collection Fee: from $15.00 ( less than 500 mt2 ) to $100.00 (more than 5000 mt2), depending on                         
your company mt2. 

• Security Fee: from $ 65.00 ( less than 834 mt2 ) to $ 3,195.00 more than 35,000 mt2  ( between 835 mt2 and 35,000 
mt2 (  0.08 x mt2 ).

Depending on the company comercial movement:

DMCE deposit: $300.00 ( form 10 lines passes only $ 15.00 unlimited payment )



OPERATION PERMIT

The company shall make the following payments:  

Only one payment:

• Guarantee Deposit: $5,560.00.

Annual payment:

• Operation Permit: $2,400.00.

• Operating code:   $2,500.00

Monthly payment:
• Garbage collection Fee: from $15.00 ( less than 500 mt2 ) to $ 100.00 (more than 5000 mt2), depending on                         
your company mt2. 

• Security Fee: from $ 65.00 ( less than 834 mt2 ) to $ 3,195.00 more than 5000 mt2  ( between 835 mt2 and 35,000 mt2
(  0.08 x mt2 ).

• Fiscal notary service and stamps tax. 

Depending on the company comercial movement:
• DMCE deposit: $300.00 ( form 10 lines passes only $ 15.00 unlimited payment ).

Private Buildings: Premises can be rented from a private owner, after being authorized by 

the Colon Free Zone.



CONTRACT WHERE BY A COMPANY 

IS REPRESENTED BY ANOTHER

Colon Free Zone allows that an established company in the Colon Free 

Zone may represent another.

It is permited for a foreign companies to be represented with the only

intention of re-exporting outside of  Panama.

The company shall make the following payments :

Annual payment:

•Operating code: $2,500.00.

•DMCE deposit: $300.00.  ( form 10 lines passes only $ 15.00 unlimited payment ).



CARGO – WAREHOUSE SERVICES

•Every time enters a container, up to three 3 days in storage, 3 days after

pays a surcharge for container size, 45 feet pays $75.00 and 20 feet pays

$50.00.

Note: These services are charged to prevent accumulation of containers

in the transit area.

Inbound fee on maritime or overland cargo $ 25.00.



REQUIREMENTS

According to the Law No. 18 of june 17,1948, societies that operates at

The Colon Free Zone must comply with the following documents proofs:

•Hire a minimum of five (5) Panamanian workers.
•Re-export a minimum of 60 % of the imported goods.
•Rental payment to be made within the first 5 days of each month.
•Report all the commercial transactions to the Administration of the Colon Free 
Zone. 
•The companies that are established in the area are obligated to provide to the 
Financial Analysis unit all the transaction that is made in cash and equavalent higher 
than USD 10,000. 



CONNECTIVITY: CENTRAL AMERICA

Destination

Country FCL LCL FTL LTL Air
Customs 

Brokerage

Costa Rica 1 day 1 day 2 days 2 days 1 day YES

El Salvador 5 days 5 days 6 days 9 days 1 day YES

Guatemala 5 days 5 days 7 days 10 days 1 day YES

Honduras 4 days 4 days 5 days 8 days 2 days YES

Nicaragua 1 day 1 day 4 days 6 days 1 day YES

Service Portfolio

 Brokerage and Delivery can be performed in all Central America countries including 

shipments into Panama City.

 All Incoterms are covered by this service portfolio. 

 FTL: Full-Truck-Load
 LTL: Less-than-Truck-Load

 FCL: Full-Container-Load
 LCL: Less-than-Container-Load



CONNECTIVITY: SOUTH AMERICA

Destination

Country FCL LCL Air
Customs 

Brokerage

Venezuela 4 days 4 days 1 day YES

Colombia 1 day 1 day 1 day YES

Ecuador 5 days 5 days 1 day YES

Peru 7 days 7 days 2 days YES

Brasil 23 days 35 days 2 days YES

Chile 10 days 10 days 2 days YES

Argentina 23 days 35 days 2 days YES

Uruguay 22 days 20 days 2 days YES

Paraguay 25 days 25 days 2 days YES

Bolivia 9 days 9 days 2 days YES

Service Portfolio

 FCL: Full-Container-Load
 LCL: Less-than-Container-Load



COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY

YEAR:2015

Comercial Activity
Year: 2015

IMPORTATION           REEXPORTATION               TOTAL



PER VALUE

PARTICIPATION OF IMPORTS BY COUNTRIES

YEAR:2015

Mainland China

B/.3,544.4

34.3%

Singapore,

B/.1,937.3

18.7%
EE.UU.

B/.914.3

8.8%

Hong Kong, 

B/.442.8

4.3%

Mexico 

B/.328.8

3.2%

France

B/.288.2

2.8%

Other, 

B/.2,880.5

27.9%



PARTICIPATION OF THE RE-EXPORTS BY 

COUNTRIES

YEAR: 2015

Puerto Rico B/. 

B/.1,941.3

16.8%

Colombia  B/.1,481.3

12.8%

Panama

B/.1,238.5

10.7%

E.E.U.U.

B/.790.2

6.9%

Venezuela

B/.747.5

6.5%

Costa Rica

B/.638.9

5.5%
Dominican Republic

B/.546.5

4.7%

Guatemala. 

B/.481.8

4.2%

Ecuador

B/.408.9

3.5%

Honduras

B/.378.9

3.3%

Others

B/.4,077.6

35.4%



PER VALUE

RE-EXPORTS – COMPARATIVE PER  

ITEM

YEAR: 2015
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Others

Pharma and Chemicals

Apparel

Foot wear

Cosmetics

Electronics

Liquor and Beverages

Textiles

Clocks in General

Jewelry

Bed Linen and tablecloth



VIEW – CFZ



THANKS!

@zolicol

Zona Libre Colón

Mercadeo1@zolicol.gob.pa
Mercadeo3@zolicol.gob.pa

www.zolicol.gob.pa

(507) 475-9524
(507) 475-9500

mailto:Mercadeo1@zolicol.gob.pa

